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"Paolo Fortis carves out a new topic of study of the Kuna world that is of significance and
has never been studied this way before.... His ethnography is excellent, and the vivid
discussions of the relationship between the invisible spirit world and the visible human,
animal, and plant world are particularly well done."―Joel Sherzer, Professor Emeritus of
Anthropology and Linguistics, University of Texas at Austin

"The subject matter is fascinating.... Beyond the field of cultural anthropology, I believe the
book will be of considerable interest to cognitive psychologists, especially those specializing
in theory of mind."―Philip D. Young, Professor Emeritus of Anthropology, University of
Oregon

Known for their beautiful textile art, the Kuna of Panama have been scrutinized by
anthropologists for decades. Perhaps surprisingly, this scrutiny has overlooked the
magnificent Kuna craft of nuchukana--wooden anthropomorphic carvings--which play vital
roles in curing and other Kuna rituals. Drawing on long-term fieldwork, Paolo Fortis at last
brings to light this crucial cultural facet, illuminating not only Kuna aesthetics and art
production but also their relation to wider social and cosmological concerns.  Exploring an art
form that informs birth and death, personhood, the dream world, the natural world, religion,
gender roles, and ecology, Kuna Art and Shamanism provides a rich understanding of this
society's visual system, and the ways in which these 
groundbreaking ethnographic findings can enhance Amerindian scholarship overall. Fortis
also explores the fact that to ask what it means for the Kuna people to carve the figure of a
person is to pose a riddle about the culture's complete concept of knowing. Kuna Art and

Shamanism immerses readers in this sense of unity and opposition between soul and body, internal forms and external appearances, and image
and design.

Paolo Fortis is Honorary Research Fellow, Centre for Amerindian, Latin American, and Caribbean  Studies, Department of Social Anthropology
at the University of St Andrews in Scotland. 
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